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Newsletter  
Principal’s Message 

 
October has been filled with autumn fun including fort building, playing in 
the leaves, and our wonderful buddy activities for Halloween. We were 
fortunate to have Elder Wilf Bennett visit our school as a knowledge 
keeper and share his experiences as a young boy including attending 
Kamloops Residential School and his earlier years working on his uncle’s 
farm. The children were highly engaged and asked some very insightful 
questions. Our students in Kindergarten to grade four, also had the 
opportunity to meet the author Jordan Scott virtually as he shared his 
new book, “I Talk like a River.” We had our first Powderhounds virtual 
PBIS Spirit Assembly where we reviewed our SKI (Safe, Kind, and 
Invested) Matrix and shared our new Powderhound Howl Out for positive 
behaviour choices.  

 
We also introduced a new initiative with our local Rotary of Sun Peaks 
Local Youth Committee. Each month the students will be asked to watch 
for examples of the ‘monthly’ virtue. Students would then report on the 
virtue of the month by submitting a drawing, story, poem or other 
reflection that ‘describes’ how the entrant ‘saw’ the virtue demonstrated. 
It is noted that this observation could take place in their classrooms, 
school, home or the community at large. Students in K-4 can win a whole 
class treat and students in grade 5-9 will be entered in a draw to win a 
gift certificate. Our grade 5/6 students from Ms. Schmalz’s Class will kick 
start this event with a virtual assembly on Monday morning with the first 
virtues being teamwork and encouragement.  
 
The snow has arrived and we can’t 
wait for the ski season to begin. I look 
forward to meeting you on the slopes. 
Have a safe and spooktacular 
Halloween.  
 
Jennifer Boyle  

 

  

Upcoming Events 

 

TBA..........................Photo Retakes 

November 9th ………...PAC Meeting 

November 10th ……...Remembrance 
………………………..Day Assembly 

November 11th…Remembrance Day 

November 12th....School IN Session 

November 18th ..Purdys Orders Due 

December 6th…………….Pro D Day 

December 8th …………Purdys Order 
…………………………………Pickup 

December 20th - January 3rd  
……………..….……….Winter Break 

  

For a full list of events, visit 
the 
Events Calendar on our 
school website.  

To receive email updates of 
events, click on “Subscribe” 
(located above SAT on the 
events calendar).  

  

https://sunpeaks-calendar.sd73.bc.ca/default/Month
https://sunpeaks-calendar.sd73.bc.ca/default/Month
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Halloween Safety  
Below are tips offered by B.C. RCMP detachments. 

Trick-or-treaters 

• Do not participate if you are sick; 

• Trick-or-treat with a group or an adult; 

• Dress in bright colours and use reflective tape or glow sticks; 

• Wear make-up. It’s harder to see in a mask; 

• Costume weaponry should be easily identifiable as an imitation; 

• Use a flashlight. Stay in well-lit areas; 

• Carry a cellphone if available; 

• Include a non-medical mask as part of your costume; 

• Stay on sidewalks or to the side of the road; 

• Face traffic when you are walking down the road without sidewalks; 

• Only go to well-lit houses; 

• Never go inside the home or car of someone you don’t know;  

• Stay on the doorstep or sidewalk; 

• Watch for vehicles; 

• Have an adult inspect your treats before eating them. 

 

Remembrance Day  
Our assembly will be held on Wednesday, November 10th  at 11:11 am via 

Zoom. Many classes will be presenting virtually.  

  

Dress for the Weather 
As the weather continues to cool down, please ensure that your 

child has appropriate clothing and footwear for outside. Gloves, 

toques, and snow pants become a necessity at this time of year.  

Also, we really want to do our best to keep the classrooms dry, 

so we ask all students to have to have a pair of inside shoes 

which will not go outside. All outside gear is to come off before 

they come into the classroom. This helps us to keep our school 

cleaner and safer. 

https://sunpeaks-calendar.sd73.bc.ca/default/Detail/2019-11-06-1030-Remembrance-Day-Assembly
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National Truth and Reconciliation Day with Wilf Bennett 
 

 
 

Halloween Festivities 
Much fun was had on Halloween Day! 
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Getting Ready for Ski Season 
Sun Peaks Opening day is estimated for November 21, 2021. 

Soon the snow will be flying and once the ski hill opens, we will be skiing with students at lunch 

and for our gym classes.  Please make sure that your child comes to school prepared with the  

necessary equipment. Also, a reminder that students will need a ski pass in order to ride on any 

of the lifts. Make sure your student has their pass with them every day. If this is a problem, 

please come and see Mr. Johnson as soon as possible to work out a solution. We are looking 

forward to the season starting! 

  

As the ski season begins it will be very important that all students are able to get all their gear 

on and off efficiently and on their own. For the younger students, this will be especially important 

as they will not have had as much practice at it. Please have your child practice getting their 

gear on and off, including buckling/unbuckling their boots, a few times before the season 

begins. We don't want them to lose time getting ready when they could be skiing. In addition, 

extra parental support at lunch during the first week that the ski hill is open is always 

appreciated. 

  

Safety is a prime concern when we send the students out skiing. If your child has not skied 

before, please do not send them to ski at lunch until they have had lessons and are comfortable 

skiing on their own. We do not have enough supervision at that time to support non-skiers and 

want it to be a positive experience for all the children. You are always welcome to come at lunch 

and take your child out with you to provide them with more individual practice as well. 
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Walking to School 
As the weather starts to change it is important to review the dropping off and picking up expectations at 

the school. As everyone is aware, our school is located in a very unique location in our beautiful 

mountain resort. The main drop off and pick up point is located at the Village Day Lodge, and students 

are asked to walk up the magic carpet to get to school. This is part of the culture of the school and is an 

excellent way for the students to burn off energy in the morning and to get into class prepared to work 

and learn. As a school, we are encouraging all students to walk up and not be dropped off on Sundance 

Drive. Each teacher will be talking with their class about this and encouraging them all to walk up and 

down. In order for this to be successful, we ask that parents drop their children off at the day lodge with 

enough time to spare to walk up. We appreciate your support in making this a success.  

 

We do recognize that there can be extenuating circumstances why your child may not be able to walk 

up. If so, please contact me and we can make arrangements.  

 

 In addition, the entry into the school will soon be closed and drop off at the corner of Sundance Drive is 

strictly forbidden. Please see the attached note from Colin Cannon, Fire Chief. 
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Winter Dropping Off and Picking up of 
Students at Sun Peaks School 
  

Dear Parents,  

 

The Sun Peaks Elementary School is located in a one of a kind location. With this unique 

location come some rules and regulations regarding the vehicle traffic around the school.  

The Village Day Lodge is the year round drop-off and pick up zone for all students. The healthy 

lifestyle ideology of the school supports having the children walk or ski to and from the Village 

Day Lodge.  

1. The snow has arrived and the road into the school will be closed (it becomes a ski run). At 

this point Sundance Drive, above and below “the bend” in the road can be used, in 

emergencies only, as a drop off and pick up location. If you must use these locations, 

please turn off your engine as soon as you have put your vehicle in park - even if only for a 

minute or two. Idling is not permitted at any time.  

2. For Safety reasons “the bend” on Sundance Drive is a no stopping or parking area. Please 

see the highlighted area on the attached map. The roadway has been clearly marked with 

no parking signs and traffic tickets will be given out for infractions. The only people 

permitted to park in the small, plowed area by the entrance to the school are staff of the Sun 

Peaks Resort Corporation, Sun Peaks Utilities or School District staff.  

  

The Sun Peaks Mountain Resort Municipality, Sun Peaks Resort Corporation, School District 

73 and the Sun Peaks Education Society continue to work towards making our school the best 

mountain educational experience in British Columbia. Your efforts in respecting road safety and 

the residents that live near our current school site is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you in advance for your understanding and co-operation  

 

Dean Schiavon 

Fire Chief 
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Purdys Fundraiser 
For this Christmas season, Sun Peaks School is fundraising 

with Purdys chocolates. They have a great selection of 

chocolate gifts so you can help us out while you get your 

Christmas shopping done.  Online orders are Due by 

November 23rd. If paying by Cash or Cheque orders are DUE 

back to the teacher by November 18th. Cheques are payable 

to Sun Peaks School.  Orders will be ready for pickup by 

parents from the school on Wednesday, December 8th. 

To order online, visit:  https://fundraising.purdys.com/1392085-88526  

 

The campaign name is Winter 2022 Sun Peaks. Brochures will be sent home with your child soon. 

 

Homework for Family Vacations 
Each year the school is approached by parents who wish to take their child out of school for extended  

periods of time. Usually this is for reasons associated with family plans or family business. We do not 

have a procedure in place for granting students a “leave of absence.”  Rather, it is assumed that parents 

will make decisions in the best interests of their own child. The school is respectful of the fact that 

families have work and holiday schedules that may differ from the school calendar and the school 

acknowledges that spending time with family is  

important. 

  

Difficulties arise, however, when parents wish to have some sort of reassurance that their child will not 

miss important classwork and/or be “behind” in their work when they return. If your child misses school 

for extended periods of time, he or she will miss important lessons and will be “behind” in their 

classroom work. Students may well have other cultural and travel experiences which contribute to their 

overall development, but the many varied daily classroom activities they will miss cannot be duplicated 

through worksheets or workbooks.  

  

The school is not in the position to provide assignments for children who have extended absences due 

to family plans. Rather, it can provide a list of suggested activities which are designed to assist parents 

with planning for their child’s needs while traveling. 

  

1. Set aside a time each day for reading a book. As school textbooks and library books cannot be 

taken on extended absences, you may wish to acquire paperback novels and/or children’s 

magazines suited to your child’s reading level.  

 

https://fundraising.purdys.com/1392085-88526
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2. Have your child keep a reading response journal in which he or she records this reading activity and 

their thoughts about what they read that day. There are many ways of structuring this, depending 

on how much time the parent and child are willing to devote. The school is available to provide 

more information and examples should they be  

desired.  

3. Keep a scrapbook of special places and events. This can include postcards, pamphlets, drawings, etc. 

with some student writing and labelling. Maps with marked routes and short paragraphs about the 

historical and/or  

cultural significance of landmarks would be useful additions.  

4. Have your child keep a math journal, dealing with changes in time and currency, distances travelled, 

and cost of fuel and meals. This provides real life practice with numbers. 

5. You may wish to purchase a math workbook or print some sheets off the internet which will provide 

your child with daily math skills practice.  

  

The school would be happy to see what your child has accomplished upon their return but will not be 

evaluating or marking these activities. Please contact the school if you would like more information.  

 

Communicable Disease Prevention Plan 
We continue to focus on our daily health checks, staying home when sick, and implementing all of the 
health and safety measures in our District’s Communicable Disease Prevention Plan. This past week, 
because of everyone’s diligence, we continue to see a downward trend in our potential school 
exposures, which are published by Interior Health. That said, community cases in Kamloops-Thompson 
have been rising, so we will need to remain extra vigilant: 

• Wearing masks indoors and on busses 
• Washing hands and using hand sanitizer 
• Covering our mouths when we cough 
• Keeping respectful personal distances 
• Using specific entrances and exits 
• Limiting visitors to schools 
• Staying within gathering guidelines and limiting congestion within small spaces such as hallways 
• Using recommended HVAC filters and air flow procedures 
• Cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting in all areas 

 

 
 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/yNqWvPgNNLtQH2kOEp7WXg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjXV2SP0ReaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2Q3My5iYy5jYS9lbi9jb21tdW5pdHktcGFyZW50cy1hbmQtc3R1ZGVudHMvcmVzb3VyY2VzL0NEUFAvRGFpbHktSGVhbHRoLUNoZWNrLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKYXsSKnxhSOy_lVIRamJveWxlQHNkNzMuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_9WjK8AGqlON7yFIKEzobA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjXV2SP0RxaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2Q3My5iYy5jYS9lbi9jb21tdW5pdHktcGFyZW50cy1hbmQtc3R1ZGVudHMvcmVzb3VyY2VzL0NEUFAvU0Q3My1DRFBQLVNhZmUtYW5kLUhlYWx0aHktRmFjaWxpdGllcy5wZGZXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmF7Eip8YUjsv5VSEWpib3lsZUBzZDczLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/YWW97F8ga3byLb9dy8KVTw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjXV2SP0Q1aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLmludGVyaW9yaGVhbHRoLmNhL25ld3Mvc2Nob29sLWV4cG9zdXJlcy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmF7Eip8YUjsv5VSEWpib3lsZUBzZDczLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
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Travel Outside of Canada 
You can find this information by clicking on our Daily Health Check and reading the section on 
International Travel. 
  

Here are some of the important points: 
  

• Have you returned from traveling outside Canada in the last 14 days? 

 

• If yes: Fully vaccinated students, staff and other adults who have travelled outside of 
Canada may qualify for the fully vaccinated traveller exemption. Students, staff and 
other adults who are not fully vaccinated and have travelled outside of Canada CANNOT 
attend school for 14 days after arrival, as part of federal requirements. 

• Children or dependents  
 

From the PAC 
Safety First!  Our mandatory student vests are uniform in design for safety and student camaraderie.  

The PAC is currently in the process of purchasing new vests for this year’s ski season. The new vests will 

be blue and white in colour with our Powderhounds logo on them. They will fit overtop ski jackets and 

will be one size fits all. The vests will be available to purchase for each child and kept for each ski season. 

They will no longer be returned to the PAC. Stay tuned for more details on their arrival and payment 

options. 

The next PAC meeting is on November 9th at 8:45 am and will be via zoom. Poinsettia sales will be 

happening soon with information going out to parents via e-mail. If you are not receiving emails from 

the PAC, please contact them at sunpeakspac@gmail.com.   

 

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/resources/CDPP/Daily-Health-Check.pdf
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada#vaccinated
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada#determine-fully
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada#children

